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Colorful Torah Cartoon

Book Offers Eternal

Lessons of Greatness

By Daniel Keren
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(“Lessons of Greatness: A Compilation of Cartoon Stories about Gedolim as well as “Regular” People with Timely Lessons Sure to Inspire Children and Adults Over and Over” written by Daniel Keren, directed by Yonasan Schwartz and illustrated by Yishaya Suval & Tzai R. Pensky, 2017, 35 pages, Chazak Distribution.)


This is not one of my regular book reviews or analyses for The Jewish Connection. At the outset, I must disclose the fact that I cannot at all be objective since I wrote 24 of the 27 short stories that were rendered in cartoon style for a new book titled “Lessons of Greatness.” The other three stories were created by Yaakov Herskovich the editor and conceiver of the cartoon series concept.


On the other hand many dozens of individuals who are not family members or close friends have over the years told me just how much they have enjoyed reading these cartoon-style Torah stories. Usually I am at a chasanah, Torah lecture or other similar public gathering and some stranger hears my name being mentioned by someone I know and that triggers the question, “Are you the one who writes those cartoon stories?” And upon confessing to the deed, they respond by saying that they or their child or their family have been enjoying the cartoon Torah stories for years.


The project was initiated by my friend Yaakov Herskovich more than five years ago for a monthly Jewish magazine in Marine Park and has since been published by other Jewish publications simultaneously in Lakewood, Monsey, Toronto and London [which I guess made me and Yaakov internationally syndicated Torah cartoonists.] For a short while, the cartoon was translated into Yiddish and published in a magazine in Williamsburg and another publication in Upstate Kiryat Yoel.


Most importantly for long-time readers of The Jewish Connection, most of the stories in the newly published in time for Chanukah collection titled “Lessons of Greatness” originally appeared on page 37.


It is not a simple feat to take a nice story that you read in a Rabbi Paysach Krohn collection of Maggid stories or heard at a Rabbi Yisroel Reisman Motzei Shabbos Navi Shiur and condense it into an eight panel cartoon feature. And being that some of the publications that carried the Torah cartoon strip were coming out weekly, there was a bi-weekly deadline to come up with a new story concept that of course had to pass mustard with Yaakov. Each concept was usually a two-parter that continued from one week to the next.


While Yaakov may have been thinking of the cartoon strip as a product for children or mature juvenile readers, I myself wrote the story concepts with the goal of satisfying myself and any other adult reader who wasn’t embarrassed to read a Torah cartoon strip. The end result is that I think the stories which were excellently illustrated by Tzai R. Pensky and Yishaya Suval gave pleasure and chizuk to juvenile readers “of all ages.”


Many but certainly not most readers of The Jewish Connection may have cut out the pages with the Torah cartoon strips and occasionally re-read these Torah stories. But eventually they would be forgotten and lost to future generations if not for the timely intervention of Mr. Yonasan Schwartz of Chazak Entertainment Distributors who not only saw the value in preserving them for posterity but beyond the call of duty to superbly supervise the transfer of the cartoon stories into book format. The beautifully formatted book is a testimony to his dedication and excellent professional skills.


Some of the stories were found from articles on prominent Jewish personalities, or lectures I heard from Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss, Rabbi Yissochar Frand, Rabbi Ephraim Shapiro, Rabbi Yaakov Zev Smith, Rabbi Fischel Schachter, Rabbi Moshe Bryski, and Rabbi Yisroel Reisman.


The book is graced by a foreward by the world renowned Maggid Shiur and popular writer – Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser who writes:


“It was with great pleasure that I perused the galleys of R’Daniel Keren and R’ Tzai Pensky’s newest endeavor. The concept of a Torah cartoon book is one that has definitely come of age, as we constantly seek ways to relate to the younger generation – to inspire and uplift them – during these challenging times…Great thought and much effort has been expended to produce this wonderful book. 


“R’ Daniel and R’ Tzai have utilized their considerable gifts and talents to make Torah hashkafah and ideology come alive for readers of all ages. The morals and lessons to be gained from the vignettes presented in this publication will create an indelible impression on the hearts and minds of the reader.”


Copies of “Lessons of Greatness: A Compilation of Cartoon Stories about Gedolim as well as “Regular People’” can be found in select bookstores or by contacting the publisher by calling (347) 831-4561 or emailing Sales@chazakdist.com
Parashat Miketz

The Source of

Yosef's Strength

By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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After Yosef is released from prison and raised to the stature of second-in-command in Egypt, he gets married and has two sons.  He names one son Efrayim, because of his declaration, “Hifrani Elokim Be’eretz Onyi” – “G-d has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.” 


Through this name, Yosef gives thanks to Hashem for granting him blessing and prosperity in Egypt.  After having been driven away from his home and then imprisoned in Egypt, he achieved great success and prestige, for which he was grateful.


The name of Yosef’s second son, Menashe, is more difficult to understand. The Torah says that Yosef chose this name because he said, “Nashani Elokim El Kol Amali Ve’et Kol Bet Abi” – “G-d has made me forget all my travails and the entire house of my father.” 


It appears that Yosef expresses gratitude for his being able to forget his past travails – which is certainly understandable – but also for his forgetting his father’s home. The question is, why is Yosef proud or appreciative for forgetting his home?  Didn’t he want to retain his memories and emotional bond with his father? Why would he celebrate his forgetting the nurturing home of Yaakob Abinu?


The answer to this question relates to another question, which was already raised by the Ramban.  Why did Yosef not make any contact with his father after being released from prison and rising to power? Once he was in a position of authority, he presumably had the ability to at least send a letter. He knew Yaakob must have been suffering, thinking that he was dead. Why did he make no effort to contact Yaakob to tell him he was alive and well?


Some Rabbis answer that the dreams Yosef had dreamt of his family bowing to him had the status of a prophecy, and it was thus forbidden to interfere with the process of their fulfillment. Yosef knew that if he would immediately notify his family that he was the second-in-command in Egypt, they would not come and bow to him.  He realized that he would have to wait until his brothers come and, without recognizing him, bow in humble submission before him.


This was the only way for the prophecy to be fulfilled.  While we do not necessarily understand why G-d wanted the events to unfold in this manner, we do know that Yosef felt bound to ensure the fulfillment of his prophecy.  And thus, although it pained him knowing that his father was grieving, he had to conceal this information from his family.


This might be the explanation of Menashe’s name. From where did Yosef derive the strength to keep the information concealed? He loved his father so deeply, and felt an overpowering desire to lift him from his sorrow and notify him that he is alive. How was he able to refrain from alleviating his father’s grief? 


The answer is that he received this strength from G-d, who always provides us with the strength and fortitude we need to overcome life’s tests. He therefore thanked G-d for allowing him to “forget” his father’s home. This does not mean that he lost all mental and emotional bonds with his father. Rather, it meant that  G-d gave him the strength to exert control over his natural desire to contact his father. 


Yosef recognized that this unimaginable personal strength was not his own, but rather came from the Almighty. And he therefore thanked and gave praise to G-d for enabling to carry out his duty, to keep his whereabouts concealed from his father so that the prophecy could be fulfilled.

Reprinted from the Parashat Miketz 5778 website of the Edmond J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn, NY.

The Bicycle Responder

Of Ramat HaSharon Who

Has Assisted 2,500 People
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Ramat HaSharon Hesder Yeshiva Student, Meir Farkash, 25, is known to be the pinnacle lifesaver of his city. Over the past four years in which Farkash has been a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT, Farkash has responded to more than 2,500 emergency calls. 


Among his myriad of emergency calls, more than 300 have been life-threatening. What’s even more impressive is that Farkash has responded to all of these calls on his personal bicycle.


In honor of his continued dedication to saving lives, United Hatzalah has given the active volunteer a first response e-bicycle that was donated to the organization for him by the residents of the city to honor Farkash’s selfless work.


Over the past four years, Meir Farkash has become somewhat of a local celebrity in Ramat HaSharon. The image of him pedaling through the streets in order to rush to a scene and save someone’s life is an image that many residents have come to know and support.


“Today there are lots of people who say hello to me as I pass them on my bicycle. I say hello back. I have come to know many residents, and they know me, through the EMS activities that I undertake and the calls that I respond to,” said Farkash.


The day before Farkash received the bicycle, he saved the life of one of the city’s citizens. He was dispatched to the car of a known lawyer from the city who had lost consciousness while he was with his family. Farkash, who arrived in just moments with his bicycle, began CPR and help resuscitate the man with the Intensive Care ambulance team that arrived at the scene. Farkash joined the ambulance team in transporting the patient to the hospital, and the man was released a few days later, alive and well enough to go home.


When asked if he knew the total number of lives he has saved, Farkash said that: “I have never really thought about it. Now that you mention it, it gives me a really good feeling. Truth be told, even calls that are more general and do not involve a life being saved per se, they too give me and other volunteers a sense of accomplishment and satisfaction knowing that we helped somebody who needed us. 


“In every case we respond to, you meet a person who is incapable of helping themselves at that moment. You help them, you comfort them, and you make sure they receive the best care that they can. That is the job of being a first responder. It’s not about the glory, it’s about helping people.”

Reprinted from the December 5, 2017 website of Yeshiva World News.

The Connection Between the Biblical Dreams and Our Current Long and Difficult Exile

Adapted from the works of

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, zt”l

The Lubavitcher Rebbe.
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Last week's Torah portion dealt with the subject of dreams--those of Joseph and Pharaoh's officers. This week, in the Torah portion of Miketz, we continue to delve into dreams, but this time, those of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.

The common denominator shared by all these dreams is that they collectively portrayed the various stages and factors which caused Jacob and his sons to go to Egypt. As a direct result, the Jewish people were exiled there.


Every word in the Torah is necessary and precise. If the subject of dreams receives so much emphasis and we are told such a wealth of detail, there must be a fundamental connection between the concept of dreams and the concept of exile. Furthermore, by understanding the significance of dreams, we will be better able to overcome the difficulties we endure during our own prolonged exile.


Chasidic philosophy explains that a most outstanding characteristic of dreams is the ability for diametrically opposed opposites to coexist, something which cannot take place in reality. The Talmud gives as an example the image of "an elephant passing through the eye of a needle," which may appear not at all out of the ordinary in a dream.


This is also true of our own exile, an unnatural and abnormal situation, but one seemingly natural and normal to us. It is of such long duration, we can no longer feel the contradictions inherent in the galut itself.


The same contradictions also apply to our spiritual galut. It is understood that self-love and the pursuit of worldly pleasures are the opposite of cultivating a love of G-d and holiness. Yet, we often perform mitzvot under the illusion that we are doing so out of love of G-d and are in close proximity to Him, all the while caring only for our own egos and self-fulfillment. We simply don't perceive the contradiction in this.


Another example of our lack of logic is found in prayer. While praying, the Jew's innate love and emotional attachment to G-d can be aroused, but as soon as he finishes, it is as if he had never experienced this arousal as he returns to his preoccupation with day-to-day life. Although he stood on such a high spiritual level while actually communing with G-d, the feelings dissipate as the individual finds himself led after the cravings of the animal soul.


Thus our very lives are lived as if we are dreaming. The spiritual exile is full of contradictions, yet we must not be discouraged and think that we perform mitzvot and pray in vain, for every positive deed leaves its mark even if its influence is not always easily felt.
Rabbi Berel Wein on

Parashat Miketz 5778
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The entire narrative of the story of Joseph and his brothers, as he sent off the Jewish people to Egyptian society, slavery and ultimate redemption, is meant to illustrate to us the guiding hand of Providence in human affairs.


There is no question that all of the participants in this dramatic narrative acted according to their own wishes and wisdom. Yet the confluence of all of these conflicting personalities and ambitions leads to the desired end of the fulfillment of the prophecy and promise of G-d to Abraham about the future fate of the Jewish people.


This principle, that man proposes but G-d disposes is one of the basic beliefs of Judaism and is vindicated, for good or for better, throughout the history of the Jewish people and humankind generally. All of the twists and turns of daily and national life, the seemingly random and inexplicable events that assault us on a regular basis, somehow have a purpose and a goal. They help us arrive at the situation and circumstance that G-d’s destiny has provided for us.


The difficulty in all of this is that very rarely is this pattern revealed or are we aware of it. The L-rd told Moses that ‘you will see My back, not My face.’ We see things much more clearly in retrospect than in the ability to judge present events and somehow predict the future.


All of the dreams of Joseph will be fulfilled but no one could have imagined at the onset of the story how they could have been fulfilled and under what circumstances, of both tragedy and triumph, they would come to be the reality of the narrative of the story of Joseph and his brothers.


Of all of the brothers, Joseph seems to be the one that is most aware that he and they are merely instruments in G-d’s plan. The rabbis teach us that Joseph was distinguished by the fact that the name of G-d never left his lips and that he always attributed events to Divine providence and G-d’s will.


That is why Joseph is seen as the main antagonist to Eisav, for Eisav always attributed events to random chance and to human action and power. We will see later that this was also the main contest between Pharaoh and Moshe. Pharaoh continually maintained that the troubles of the Egyptians were coincidence and that all of the blows that he sustained were due to circumstance and nature. Even when his wise men stated that the finger of G-d was pointing at him, he refused to admit that it was the divine presence that was driving Egypt to destruction.


We also live in a world where many see the events that surround us as being mere happenstance, random events engendered by human beings. However, Judaism knows better and teaches better and we are therefore confident that all of the processes ordained for us millennia ago will yet be completely fulfilled. There is a divine hand that guides the affairs of mankind.

Transcript of President Trump’s Speech Recognizing Jerusalem

As the Capital of Israel
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President Donald Trump announcing on December 6 at the White House that the US government will formally recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. Photo by Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images

By The Associated Press


President Trump has recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. The decision bucks nearly seven decades of American foreign policy.


President Trump on Wednesday (December 6, 2017) officially recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, reversing decades of American foreign policy.
Mr. Trump made the formal announcement during a speech in the Diplomatic Reception Room of the White House, with Vice President Mike Pence standing behind him.

The following is a transcript of his remarks, as prepared by The New York Times.
_______
PRESIDENT TRUMP:


Thank you. When I came into office, I promised to look at the world’s challenges with open eyes and very fresh thinking.


We cannot solve our problems by making the same failed assumptions and repeating the same failed strategies of the past. All challenges demand new approaches.


My announcement today marks the beginning of a new approach to conflict between Israel and the Palestinians.


In 1995, Congress adopted the Jerusalem Embassy Act urging the federal government to relocate the American Embassy to Jerusalem and to recognize that that city, and so importantly, is Israel’s capital. This act passed Congress by an overwhelming bipartisan majority. And was reaffirmed by unanimous vote of the Senate only six months ago.


Yet, for over 20 years, every previous American president has exercised the law’s waiver, refusing to move the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem or to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital city. Presidents issued these waivers under the belief that delaying the recognition of Jerusalem would advance the cause of peace. Some say they lacked courage but they made their best judgments based on facts as they understood them at the time. Nevertheless, the record is in.


After more than two decades of waivers, we are no closer to a lasting peace agreement between Israel and the Palestinians.


It would be folly to assume that repeating the exact same formula would now produce a different or better result.


Therefore, I have determined that it is time to officially recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.


While previous presidents have made this a major campaign promise, they failed to deliver.


Today, I am delivering. I’ve judged this course of action to be in the best interests of the United States of America and the pursuit of peace between Israel and the Palestinians. This is a long overdue step to advance the peace process. And to work towards a lasting agreement.


Israel is a sovereign nation with the right, like every other sovereign nation, to determine its own capital. Acknowledging this is a fact is a necessary condition for achieving peace. It was 70 years ago that the United States under President Truman recognized the state of Israel.


Ever since then, Israel has made its capital in the city of Jerusalem, the capital the Jewish people established in ancient times.


Today, Jerusalem is the seat of the modern Israeli government. It is the home of the Israeli Parliament, the Knesset, as well as the Israeli Supreme Court. It is the location of the official residence of the prime minister and the president. It is the headquarters of many government ministries.


For decades, visiting American presidents, secretaries of State and military leaders have met their Israeli counterparts in Jerusalem, as I did on my trip to Israel earlier this year.


Jerusalem is not just the heart of three great religions, but it is now also the heart of one of the most successful democracies in the world. Over the past seven decades, the Israeli people have a country where Jews, Muslims and Christians and people of all faiths are free to live and worship according to their conscience and according to their beliefs.


Jerusalem is today and must remain a place where Jews pray at the Western Wall, where Christians walk the stations of the cross, and where Muslims worship at Al Aqsa Mosque. However, through all of these years, presidents representing the United States have declined to officially recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. In fact, we have declined to acknowledge any Israeli capital at all.


But today we finally acknowledge the obvious. That Jerusalem is Israel’s capital. This is nothing more or less than a recognition of reality. It is also the right thing to do. It’s something that has to be done.


That is why consistent with the Jerusalem embassy act, I am also directing the State Department to begin preparation to move the American embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. This will immediately begin the process of hiring architects, engineers and planners so that a new embassy, when completed, will be a magnificent tribute to peace.


In making these announcements, I also want to make one point very clear. This decision is not intended in any way to reflect a departure from our strong commitment to facilitate a lasting peace agreement.


We want an agreement that is a great deal for the Israelis and a great deal for the Palestinians. We are not taking a position of any final status issues including the specific boundaries of the Israeli sovereignty in Jerusalem or the resolution of contested borders. Those questions are up to the parties involved.


The United States remains deeply committed to helping facilitate a peace agreement that is acceptable to both sides. I intend to do everything in my power to help forge such an agreement.


Without question, Jerusalem is one of the most sensitive issues in those talks. The United States would support a two-state solution if agreed to by both sides. In the meantime, I call on all parties to maintain the status quo at Jerusalem’s holy sites including the Temple Mount, also known as Haram al-Sharif. Above all, our greatest hope is for peace. The universal yearning in every human soul.


With today’s action, I reaffirm my administration’s longstanding commitment to a future of peace and security for the region. There will, of course, be disagreement and dissent regarding this announcement. But we are confident that ultimately, as we work through these disagreements, we will arrive at a peace and a place far greater in understanding and cooperation. This sacred city should call forth the best in humanity.


Lifting our sights to what is possible, not pulling us back and down to the old fights that have become so totally predictable.


Peace is never beyond the grasp of those willing to reach it.


So today we call for calm, for moderation, and for the voices of tolerance to prevail over the purveyors of hate. Our children should inherit our love, not our conflicts. I repeat the message I delivered at the historic and extraordinary summit in Saudi Arabia earlier this year: The Middle East is a region rich with culture, spirit, and history. Its people are brilliant, proud and diverse. Vibrant and strong.

But the incredible future awaiting this region is held at bay by bloodshed, ignorance and terror.


Vice President Pence will travel to the region in the coming days to reaffirm our commitment to work with partners throughout the Middle East to defeat radicalism that threatens the hopes and dreams of future generations.


It is time for the many who desire peace to expel the extremists from their midsts. It is time for all civilized nations and people to respond to disagreement with reasoned debate, not violence. And it is time for young and moderate voices all across the Middle East to claim for themselves a bright and beautiful future.


So today, let us rededicate ourselves to a path of mutual understanding and respect. Let us rethink old assumptions and open our hearts and minds to possible and possibilities.


And finally, I ask the leaders of the region political and religious, Israeli and Palestinian, Jewish and Christian and Muslim to join us in the noble quest for lasting peace.


Thank you. G-d bless you. G-d bless Israel. G-d bless the Palestinians and G-d bless the United States.


Thank you very much. Thank you.

Reprinted from the December 6, 2017 website of The New York Times.
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